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Your Rights Getting Bumped from a Flight
Airlines have been overbooking flights for years, and sometimes that means too many passengers and not enough seats.

When that happens, someone’s going to get bumped. It may help if you know your rights.  

Volunteers to Give Up Their Seats

Airlines are required to ask for volunteers first. In exchange, they typically offer incentives like vouchers for future flights. There’s no set value.  It’s up to you to negotiate if you’re interested in catching a later flight.
If not enough people volunteer to be bumped, airlines can bump you against your will.
Airlines Required Compensation

If the delay from being involuntarily bumped is greater than an hour, the airline has to compensate you.  Here’s how much:

· 1 to 2 hour delay: 200% of the original one way fare up to $675

· More than 2 hour delay: 400% of the original one way fare up to $1,350

Get it in Writing

If you are bumped against your will, Federal law requires the airlines to provide you with a written document explaining how you were selected to be bumped.

Incidentally, if you end up with a free travel voucher, be sure to check if it has an expiration date.

