SEO TIP: ADD LINKS TO SOME OF YOUR OTHER BLOG POSTS AND PAGES TO INCREASE YOUR SEO SCORE FOR THIS POST

How to Protect Your Credit for Free

There are a lot of national companies out there offering to protect you from ID theft.
Did you know some of them have been fined millions of dollars by the Federal Trade Commission for deceptive business practices?

You can do a lot to protect yourself using tools your financial institution probably provides for free, and using a little credit reporting trick.

Set up Account Alerts

First, use online banking and set up alerts on your accounts--- Daily balance reports, an alert if there’s a transaction over a certain amount.  If there’s anything weird going on, you’ll be all over it.

Get a Free Credit Report

Next, you’re entitled to a free credit report from the 3 credit reporting bureaus, Equifax, Experian and TransUnion once a year.  Just go to annualcreditreport.com.

There are a LOT of services out there that sound like that, but they charge you.  So make sure it’s this one.  

By the way, doing this from a computer is more secure than using your phone.

Stagger Your Credit Reports

So you get a free credit report each year, but you don’t have to do all three credit bureaus at the same time.

So what you do is stagger them.  Get it from Equifax, then 4 months later, Experian, four months later TransUnion.  
So you’re checking your credit 3 times a year, not just once.

Placing a Fraud Alert

But it gets better.  If you suspect you might be the victim of Identity Theft… say maybe a major retailer has contacted you and said, oops we had a problem. Your card information may have been hacked.
Well, then you can go online with each credit reporting service and place a 90 day fraud alert on your account.  
And that means you can get a free credit report every 90 days.  

Again, spread out those requests among the three reporting services, you can check your credit monthly, for free.  Just put a reminder on your calendar.
Do us a favor.  Tell your friends about us so they can be smart about their money too.
