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Marrying Your Money
So when wedding bells are in your future, you’re not just marrying your special someone.  You’re merging money too.

That can be challenging.

But it doesn’t mean you have to kiss control of your money goodbye.

Be Honest with Your Spouse About Money

First you each need to be honest with your current financial picture.

That means outstanding debt, like telling your future life mate what you owe on credit cards.  

Also, your income, AND the value of assets like homes, savings or retirement account.

How to Handle Money Day to Day

All marriages are different, but let’s assume you both have jobs.  

One approach to think about is, opening a joint account for shared expenses like the mortgage, utilities and groceries, but also keep individual accounts for your own expenses like entertainment or hobbies.  That way no one has to beg the other for some spending cash. 
If that feels too secretive, consider making it so your spouse can sign on and view the account.

Chances are, your paychecks aren’t identical.  So it makes sense that the spouse that earns the most, contributes the most to the joint account.  
But try to be sure you both are putting the same amount into your personal spending accounts, so you both get an equal slice. 
Marrying your money together can take some negotiation.  With a little planning, you’ll have a financial system that will be in style far longer than your bridesmaid dresses.  
Do us a favor.  Tell your friends about us so they can be smart about their money too.

